FOLKLORE AND TRIBAL LORE
FOLKLORE
Though much of folk creative expression goes unrecorded, the cultural and literary history
of Andhra speaks eloquently of the glory of the Telugu folk life and folk forms from time to time.
Several classical poets referred to contemporary folk songs, ballads and other forms popular
in their times. Hala's G&th& Saptasati and inscriptions of the pre-Nannaya period (especially
of 6th c.) contain metrical compositions akin to folk metres. Sarangadeva's treatise, Sanglta
Ratnakara defines &a, a Telugu musical composition still prevalent among the folks.
Nannichoda (12th c.) was the first poet who made a reference to the rich variety of folk
songs that were in vogue during his time. In his Kumara Sambhavamu, he referred to cradle
songs (vuyyala patalu), light-waving songs (aratulu), pestle songs (rokati pataiu), devotional
compositions (ankamalikalu) and ritual songs (gandu gitamulu). Palkuriki Somanatha (12-13th
c.) composed his Basava Puranamu in dwipada, a metre which became popular in folk as
well as classical literature. His Pandftaradhya Caritramu vividly describes the folk songs sung
by and folk plays enacted by devotees on their pilgrimage to Srisailam. KrJdabhiramamu, a
Vidhi, written during the 15th century, describes how the wandering minstrels and bards sang
the ballad of Palnadu, besides the heroic ballads on Parasurama, Ekavira and Kameswari.
Tallapaka Annamacharya (1423-1503), the famous saint-poet, employed several folk metres
while composing his innumerable devotional lyrics in praise of Lord Venkateswara. His treatise
on music, Sankirtana Laksanamu analysed folk compositions as well.
yakshagana seems to be the earliest type of folk play available in Andhra. Though Palkuriki
Somana made a mention of it, the earliest Yakshaganas extant today - Vipranarayana Carftra
(1545) and Sugrlva Vijayamu (1568) - belonged to the middle of the 16th century. Much
earlier than all these folk performing arts was the art of puppetry. Leather puppetry (TQIu
Bommal&ta) was popular even during the 3rd and 4th centuries and, according to popular
opinion, travelled to Malaysia, Indonesia and Java during this period.
FOLK LITERATURE AND CLASSICAL LITERATURE
Like in any civilised society, even in Andhra both folk and classical forms of literature
co-exist and mutual influences are not rare. Existing folk metres are borrowed freely by
the Yakshagana poets. Even before that the metres were used by saint-poets, especially
Annamacharya. Similarly, several myths treated in epics and other poetic texts have, in turn,
become the themes of folk ballads and dramas. In addition to the local legends and stories of
local gods and goddesses, the folk singers have, in course of time, brought into their repertoire